this week, The Secret Admirer is: 


A situation that you've been slow- 
ly slogging through for awhile will 
suddenly develop rather quickly. 
Be prepared. to.jog to keep up. 
Also, a familiar location will come 
to have anew meaning to you. 


A foggy, diffuse state of mind will 
make it hard tofocus, but it will 
also give you a new perspective. 
Looking at things obliquely will 
give you a refreshing surge in cre- 
ativity. 


You may experience an unpleas- 
ant interaction with an authority 
figure later this week. This is no 
time for an altercation. If you keep 
your head down you can avoid 
the whole thing. 


You may have difficulty seeing 
eye to eye with your friends or 
someone else very close to you 
this week. It's best to avoid a di- 
rect confrontation, as the damage 
may be long lasting. 


It's time to inhale, turn inward, 
and carefully consider your next 
move. Try to place your current 
situation in the larger landscape 
of your life. Find significance in 
seemingly meaningless patterns. 


You're in the midst of an emotion- 
al ebb tide, and may well benefit 
from keeping things light and im- 
personal..lf you're feeling down, 
a bit of physical activity can work 
wonders on your spirits. 
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In many ways, life is a spiral stair- 
case. The longer we live, the more 
patterns we see. Take a lesson 
from the past to help you deal 
with a current endeavor. Accept 
help from your. friends. 


Cel 


Avoid autopilot if you can this 
week. A simple, thoughtless mis- 
take or a thoughtless comment 
could have dire ramifications. Just 
pay attention to potential misun- 
derstandings and all will be well. 
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You may find yourself influenced 
by strange impulses this week. 
Trust your guts. It's important for 
you to take as much personal time 
and space as you need, or you 
may unfairly snap at close friends. 


Your struggle is internal this week. 
An unproductive voice in your 
head is doing entirely too much 
nay-saying. Tell it to shut up. 
You're doing, fine. People respect 
and love you more than you know. 


Your roots run deeply this week 
and you can derive great strength 
from the very Earth itself. Accept 
any job offers or leads. Move 
with an effortless confidence and 
things will go swimmingly. 


A valuable thread may break or 
fray, and you will feel at odds with 
someone very close to-you. Don't 
despair. With proper. attention 
and sincerity, you can mend any 
ills that happen this week. 
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Italian Market 
person- You don't believe in the higher 
above. You believe in the Internet. 


Around Town 
guy- Cthulhu is a public domain character. | 
don't have to pay nothing! 


Cafe Ole in Old City 
person- My god, there's pregnant women 
everywhere! 


Rittenhouse Square 
drunk guy- (points at old white guy in the 
street) Bernie Sanders, yo! | voted for you! 


Johnny Brenda's 
punk guy- Everyone here looks like they're 
in Oasis. ... | hate Oasis. 


KEEP OVERHEARD ALIVE! 


: * send in the good bits: ke: 


text 603 203 4766 
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howling at you 
every Tuesday 
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TDDARP 
Tinder Date Dead Air Relief Prompts 


-“So, what do you think of Grimes?” 

-“Why are you single? You clearly don’t 
want to be single.” 

-“I'm gonna go to the bathroom. If the 
food comes you can start eating without 
me. | will not judge you for this. | promise.” 
-“What's the worst crime you would com- 
mit if you knew for a fact that you could 
get away with it?” 

-“Do you think that |am as attractive as my 
profile photos led you to believe? If not, 
what do you think | can do to lessen the 
gap between what is expected of me and 
what I realistically have at my disposal to 
present on future dates?” 

-“Let's turn the page, do the crossword, 
and run the clock out on this bullshit.’ 
-“What would you like to do next? This is 
not a trick question. | promise. I’m genu- 
inely curious about what you would like to 
do next. | would like to keep hanging out.’ 
-“So what's your curfew?” 

-“What politics do you think are good and 
will save the world?” 

-“Have you heard about The Secret Ad- 
mirer? Do you like it? I'm looking at it right 
now to help me come up with things to 
say to you to bridge this boundless gulf of 
awkward silence.’ 

-"So if we end up fucking and a pregnan- 
cy results, we should probably be on the 
same page about the next step.” 

-"Why is The Secret Admirer so disappoint- 
ingly heteronormative today?" 

-“Are you good at some kind of art? Would 
you like to talk to me about your art?” 
-“Would you like to help me make a diffi- 
cult decision?” 


HMDD 
How to Make a Difficult Decision 


-Phrase it completely correctly. 

-If you phrase it as a question, make it into 
a declarative statement, and visa versa. 
-Think about it when you'r blind stinking 
sober. Like, before coffee even. 

-Stay up 3 hours past your normal bed 
time and think about it with the lights out. 
-Take a long hot bath with oils and bub- 
bles and think about it. Maybe read a book 
too. Let a cat in. Watch what the cat does. 


-Start an unnecessary fight with a close 
friend and after they storm away from you, 
text them for their opinion. 

-Ask a wise, older family member but do 
not refer to them as wise or older while 
asking them. 

-Stew in the dregs of the feels of the worst 
possible outcome then think about it. 
-Drink a cup of coco leaf tea and do some 
yoga. Then think at it. 

-Ride your bike like an idiot and ask the 
first person to yell at you. 

-Go on a stupid Tinder date and ask the 
stranger you're trying to kiss. 

-Ask your barista. (When there isn’t a long 
line or a bunch of side work, dingus.) 
-Pretend that you're the opposite of your- 
self and intentionally make the wrong 
choice. Do this twice. No, three times. 
-Think about it without considering $$$ 
-Ask me. I'll think about it for you. 

-Ask the unbroken younger you across the 
aisle of all the shit that life has piled on 
you. Phrase it delicately. Don't give any- 
thing away. Don't mess with time. 

-Ask the shit that life has piled on you. 
-Treat it like something that you can and 
should fight. Ask it with fighting. 


SIFWTT? 
Should | Fight With This Thing? 


If you answer yes to any of the following, 
then no 


-Is ita dragon? A real dragon, not one of 
those lousy politics dragons. 

-Is ita problem that doesn’t concern me in 
any conceivable way? 

-Am | drunk or on bath salts? 

-Am | really horny or hungry? 

-Am | kind of dumb and subject to frivo- 
lous whims? 


If you answer yes to any of the following, 
then yes 


-Is it full of coins or rings? 

-Is it a difficult decision that | am trying to 
solve with quirky suggestions? 

-Is it threatening my Tinder date and will 
my chances of kissing said date increase if 
| fight it and also is this not motivated by 
generic horniness? 

-Is it bad politics? 
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GROWERS OF FOOD, FLOWERS & NEIGHBORHOODS 
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Songs that remind 
me of you. 


a community mixtapes listening party 
KKKKKKKKKREREK 


Submit songs at www.mysticsinmedicine.org 


Listen May 4 at 6pm at 55 N. Broad St. 
(Arch Street United Methodist Church, 
the one with the rainbow flags) 


719 South 4th Street , 


MARKET & CAFE 


Philly’s Premier Organic Market Since 1969 
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Home Goods 
Art 

Furniture 
Fashion 


410 Fitzwater St 
Queen Village 


(267) 281-4228 


Check out these celebrity facts! 
© Sylvester Stallone worked at 
the Central Park Zoo cleaning 


BookingEL@yahoo.com out lion cages for $1.12 an hour 


1356 N Front St - Fishtown 


before making it big with Rocky. 
© Tim Allen dealt cocaine be- 
fore starting his acting career, 
and was once caught in an air- 


ence major, but was expelled for miss- 
ing too many classes due to her rising 
popularity in the music scene. © Kesha 
has an IQ of 140, and scored a 1500 on 
her SATs without studying. © Sarah Jes- 
sica Parker's 10th great grandmother 
was accused of being a witch in Salem 
and was almost burned at the stake. © 
James Lipton was a pimp in Paris fol- 
lowing WW2. © Scarlett Johansson, Ala- 
nis Morissette, and Ashton Kutcher all 
have twins. © Jerry Springer was once 
the mayor of Cincinnati. © Jackie Chan 


port with over a pound in his 
pants. © Grimes was a neurosci- 


Dear Secret Admirer, 


How do you reconnect with someone who 
is dead set against speaking to you? | had a 
falling out with a girlfriend | was very close 
to and she’s blocked me on all social media 
and my phone number and | don’t want to 
just show up somewhere she is and say hi 
because that's creepy. What would you do? | 
really just want to tell her I’m sorry and | hope 
she’s doing well because a part of me is still 
in love with her and wants her to be happy. 
Thank you. 


molly if1Preshectis 
cummask.tumblr.com 


anon 
Oh Anon, 


You can't. I'm sorry to be the one to tell 
you this. You can’t. You closed the road be- 
hind yourself when you did the thing for 
which you now want to apologize. Maybe 
you did a single, awful thing. Maybe you 
gave a thousand paper cuts in the form 
of broken promises and disappointments 
over months or years until she couldn't 
take it anymore. Regardless, | think it’s safe 
to say that you got where you are by not 
respecting her in some vital way. Looking 
for a loophole in the boundaries that she 
set between you is a continuation of that 
disrespect, and evidence that you haven't 
really learned anything. 


MODERN SGIENGE 


PERIOD PALS 


is back! 


So send in your menstrual-themed haiku to 
Wendy Otter at cornfairy@gmail.com 


I'm glad you have enough sense to not 
just pop up somewhere she is. Keep that 
thought clasped tightly in your hand. 
There are tons of ways to get around social 
media blocks. Internet search it. Shitty guys 
that want to disregard requests of their 
absence have spent long obsessive hours 
devising brilliant ways to get their words 
through the thickest walls. You could have 
easily found that yourself. You wrote in to 
the Admirer for a different reason. Maybe 
you want permission. Maybe she reads the 
Admirer or maybe you used to read it to- 
gether. Maybe you think I'll give you the 
perfect series of pretty nostalgia words to 
weave a spell that will put everything to 
rights. Instead, I'm going to try and help 
you in a way that respects her boundaries. 


Open to all folks. Printed anonymously in the 
Admirer every fourth or fifth week. Send in as 
many as you like. 


‘cause menstruation ain't taboo! 


| don’t think that you're in love with her 
and | don’t think that you truly want to re- 


Lost but Seeking 
Remember folks, we run lost pet and stolen bike ads 
for free if we have spare room. <3 


Ask us advice questions! --- PhiladelphiaAdmirer@gmail.com 
or anonymously at philadelphia-secret-admirer.tumblr.com 


got his acting start in porn. © 


turn to her. You want to return‘to the po- 
tential spur that you created with her—the 
comfortable certainty of the projected, 
shared future that you wove as a team. 
You want to return to a former iteration 
of yourself, a weightless version unsullied 
by whatever shitty, disrespectful thing you 
did that now lives inside you. The thing or 
things you know you're capable of doing 
again. That potential future is lost to you 
now; that innocent version of yourself is 
also gone, and the only way that you can 
think to hear their echoes, to see them 
shimmering as more than mirages, is to 
hear her say that she forgives you. She 
does not owe you forgiveness. 


My advice to you is to leave her be. 
Don't challenge her in the way she wants 
to move forward. Own what this feels like 
and don't forget it. Learn to forgive your- 
self over time, but never forget what you 
are capable of in your darkest moments. 
Learn the limits of the promises you can 
make and never lie to someone that loves 
you. Say farewell to the future you made 
with her. Unravel it and place the strings 
and fabrics that you contributed to it in 
your sewing drawer for later use. Cast her 
contributions to the wind and watch them 
blow slowly, lazily away and out of sight. 


If you really want her to be happy, re- 
spect her. Don’t say nasty things about her 
while you're drinking with your friends, 
even if they egg you on. Don't ask about 
her. Don't tell anyone her secrets. For now, 
avoid places you think she might be. In 
time this will fade away and both of you 
will weave new potential futures with or 
without other people. Maybe you'll see her 
on the train in a year or two, and you can 
say “hey,’ your mouth smiling, your care- 
worn eyes that much older, and maybe 
she'll say hi back. Maybe someday you'll 
be strangers again, and in that forgetful 
oblivion, you'll find a form of forgiveness. 


| hope the best for both of you, and if 
my advice seems harsh, it's only because 
I'm talking to both you and myself right 
now. In this sorrow | am your brother. 


with love, 
David Otter 
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MAY 14TH - 15TH 
461 N 9TH ST. ¢ SPRING EDITION! 


CATS PREFER 
BAGS MADE IN PHILLY. 


across 
1. Aimlessly and purposelessly wander 
5. Characterized by sorrow 
8. Pentagram 
12. The size of a surface 
13. A leafy twig 
15. Drew Carey’s home state 
16. Top bunk only 
17. Anagram for capital of South Korea 
18. Wherefrom to steer a boat 
19. Semiotician is this for signs & symbols 
22. Killed Cleopatra, allegedly 
23. Conjuncts negative statements 
24. Patty or Selma 
26. Reciprocal 
29. Thick, greasy marks 
31. Pearl Jam's debut studio album 
32. Make into law 
34. Volleyball finishing move 
36. Not at all aberrant 
38. Packets of olfactory information 
40. Murdered Mufasa 
41. Type of woolen fabric 
43. South American camelid 
45. Ingested 
46. Arm sheathe 
48. Clogged pore 
50. Cogent notion 
51. Bind with string 
52. The Alter, a southern constellation 
54. A large orrery 
61. Casual house garment 
63. Defy capture 
64. An exceptionally small amount 
65. Articulating drawer of a cash register 
66. What a raptor grabs with 
67. Traversed a body of water 
68. Toboggan 
69. Krueger's street 
S\ 70. Speech bubble laughter 


Travia Tire 


1- Name Cletus the: Slack-Jawed Yokel's wife, 

2- During Which war did the United States take control of California? 

3- Name the Smurf with hearts tattooed on his arms. 

4- In which card game can a player score 26 points by "shooting the moon?" 
5- How many US states start with the word New? 


1. Formerly known as French Sudan 
2. Alternative to a wooden gold club 
3. Writing with this hand is a biblical sin 
4. Dormant for now 
5. A deviation from a route 
6. Butt cheeks 
7.What one habitually eats 
8. Fifth note in a solminized major scale 
9. Affectedly dramatic 
10. Persistently troubles 
11. Roughhouse play 
13. Highest vocal range 
14. Throw reflected light 
20. A lecherous old man 
21. Battery regrets 
25. Tiny breaks from consciousness 
. Feline communiques 
. Bad attribute in a trust fall partner 
. Soup scooper 
. Binding strip 
. Pass through with little resistance 
. Popular AC/DC single 
. Mountain pass 
35. The time preceding 


FILM Celebrate Mother’s Day with one of 


cinemas most monstrous mamas. 
MOMMIE DEAREST / May 5-10 


M lsc 


FILM 


LAST 


aL 


oO = 
Zz 


37. A fitting reward R lo |P | 
39. Full of amorous affection for TIME'S We TH 
42. The Marianas Trench, or Loch Ness O|N TO 
44. AMIA - Freebie WII E|N 
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47. A personal manservant 

49. Pass expiration 

52. Creative expressions 

53. Stir up sediment and cloud over 
55. Wings 

56. Pertaining to zero 

57. Home to the Edomites 

58. 29th state in the US 

59. Where Joseph Smith's ideas flourish 
60. Very common first words 

62. Old age 
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Tf you were a : 
book by the toilet, : 
T'd read you 'til both 
my legs fell asleep. 


ANSWERS ON BACK 


